
Welcome to Folksworth CofE 

Primary School

Reading Workshop 



https://literacytrust.org.uk/research-services/research-reports/children-and-young-peoples-reading-engagement-in-

2022/#:~:text=Reading%20enjoyment%3A&text=48.8%25).,54.9%25

Fewer than 1 in 2 (47.8%) children aged 8 to 18 said they enjoyed 

reading in 2022. This is back on a par with those recorded in early 

2020, previously the lowest level since we first asked the question in 

2005.

Fewer than 3 in 10 (28.0%) children and young people aged 8 to 18 

said that they read daily. (69% in 2013)

Almost 3 in 5 (58.3%) said their parents had encouraged them to read, 

compared with 1 in 4 (24.9%) of 16 to 18-year-olds. More girls than 

boys said they talked about what they were reading with their family 

(41.5% vs. 33.1%). Similarly, while 2 in 5 (37.7%) of girls talked about 

what they were reading with friends, this decreased to 1 in 5 (20.9%) 

of boys.

https://literacytrust.org.uk/research-services/research-reports/children-and-young-peoples-reading-engagement-in-2022/#:~:text=Reading%20enjoyment%3A&text=48.8%25).,54.9%25


In December 2019, The National Literacy Trust published research: 

383,775 children in the UK did not have a single book of their own.

A survey of 56,906 UK children found that, compared to children who don’t have a 
book of their own, children who own books are:

 Six times more likely to read above the level expected for their age

 Nearly three times more likely to enjoy reading

 More than twice as likely to agree that reading is cool

“Studies show that educational disruption in relation to the pandemic had a 
particularly detrimental effect on children from lower-income homes. At the 
same time, the government has set ambitious targets for increasing the 
percentage of children leaving primary schools reading at the level expected 
of their age. Taken together with the findings … it is clear that efforts to 
encourage reading and support reading enjoyment in all children…must be 
redoubled.”

National Literacy Trust



WHY IS SHARING STORIES SO CRUCIAL? 

‘Reading for pleasure is the single biggest 

indicator of a child’s future success –

more than their family circumstances, 

more than parents’ educational 

background or their income.’



Why is reading important?

Enjoyment/ Reading for Pleasure

Go to places, meet people, have adventures

Learn about topics which interest us

Develop writing skills

Prepare for the future e.g. to pass exams, driving 
test, complete job applications

Reading for even just 5 minutes a day can make a 
big difference.



Early Reading

Phonics consists of:

Identifying sounds (phonemes) in spoken 

words 

Recognising the common spellings of 

each phoneme

Blending phonemes into words for reading

Segmenting words into phonemes for 

spelling



Subject knowledge

 Phoneme - The smallest unit of sound. There are approximately 

44 phonemes in English (it depends on different accents). 

Phonemes can be put together to make words.

Grapheme - A way of writing down a phoneme. Graphemes 

can be made up from 1 letter e.g. p, 2 letters e.g. sh, 3 letters 

e.g. tch or 4 letters e.g ough.

GPC - This is short for Grapheme Phoneme Correspondence. 

Knowing a GPC means being able to match a phoneme to a 

grapheme and vice versa.

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/SubjectKnowledge.htm

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/SubjectKnowledge.htm




Pure sounds

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/advice-for-parents/phonics-videos

Pronouncing the sounds accurately is vital, not 
only for reading, but for when the children learn to 
blend word and spell them. 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/advice-for-parents/phonics-videos


 Starting with the Set 1 Sounds, children progress 

through the stages, learning new sounds and 

reading strategies.

 The children will proof read and re-read their 

weekly book several times; to improve blending 

and their pace of reading.  This also allows them to 

rehearse and repeat new vocabulary.

 Through activities such as Fred Talk, Fred in your 
head and Hold a sentence, children practise their 

reading skills to segment and blend words. As they 

progress through the stage, their segmentation and 

blending becomes more fluent.

 In the early stages of reading, focus on blending is 

vital.

 In the latter stages, comprehension and writing 
becomes more prominent.









ZPD (Zone of Proximal Development) 

Once the ZPD is established, the children can select books within these book 
levels. Star Reading quizzes are completed at the end of each term.

Daily reading must be recorded in their Home Learning Journals. This helps us 
to monitor what they are reading and how often. 

When your child has finished their book, they can take the AR quiz and 
change their book.

If a teacher notices little home reading in the HLJs, they will suggest that 
your child be placed on the ‘reading hotlist’ and so are listened to read at 
least twice a week by an adult in school.



Level: 

This is the book 

level AR 

suggests the 

child reads 
after 

completing a 

Star Reader 

quiz.

Points are determined based on the difficulty 

and length of the book. 



How do I know if a book is on AR?

https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/

AR Bookfinder is the best way to be able to identify if a book is on 

AR.

Simply type the name of the book or the ISBN number into the 

search and it will let you know not only if the book is on AR, but also 

what Book Level (BL) it is and by clicking on the title, how many 

words there are.

https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/




Each child has a Bookshelf so they can 

see the books they have already 

quizzed on.

Teachers access a range of reports and can view 

each quiz taken. If they have not passed a quiz, it can 

be deleted if they are going to read the book and 

quiz again.



What can you do to support your child 

in developing their reading skills?

Reading is a key life skill. It enables us to access all forms of learning. 
Reading needs to be valued and children should enjoy reading. 

‘Reading for Pleasure’

Be a role model- does your child(ren) see you 
reading regularly? Do you share and talk about 
your favourite childhood stories?

Do you pronounce sounds and words 
correctly? Remember those pure sounds are 
vital! 



Help your child(ren) to make:

❑Make predictions

❑Question what they have read

❑Clarify the meaning of words

❑ Summarise key events

Expose them to a range of genres and text types:

Newspapers

Poetry

Magazines

Online stories e.g. Oxford Owl has a free eBook library



Frequently asked questions:

How can I help my child become a better reader?

As with anything, performance improves with practice. 

Encourage your child to read at home. Create a culture of 

reading in your household by reading with your child, starting a 

home library, visiting your local library or bookshop on a regular 

basis, letting your child see you reading and discussing books 

that each of you have read. When reading with your child, 

stop and ask questions to be sure your child is comprehending 

what is read. Reading with your child, no matter what the 

child's age, is an important part of developing a good reader, 

building a lifelong love of reading and learning and creating a 

loving relationship between you and your child. Make learning 

a family affair!



What if my child does not like reading?

 Support your child to choose the books he/she wants to read 

or ask their class teacher for suggestions. 

 Being successful with AR quizzing boosts confidence, so we 

will check that the book they are reading is at the right level. 

Success on the quiz will encourage your child to read more. 

 It is not a competition; children learn and develop at different 

rates. Try not to compare to siblings or peers.

 Read their favourite stories to them. Enjoy quality time reading 

together.



Remember that reading is more than 

just being able to decode words.

Being able to deduce and infer is 

about looking more closely at the 

text and picking up on clues that the 

author has told us about the 

characters, setting, plot or themes.

Deduction is the act of drawing 

logical conclusions based on the 

information given in a text, using 

personal experiences and 

knowledge of the world.

Writers often tell you more than they 

say directly. They give you hints or 

clues that help you "read between 

the lines." Using these clues to give 

you a deeper understanding of your 

reading is called inferring.





Recommended Reading Lists

https://www.booksfortopics.c

om/

Books for Topics has a range 

of booklists: 

• New Books

• Booklists by topic

• Booklists by age

• Reading for Pleasure

• Seasonal booklists

If you struggle to know what 
books are appropriate or if 

your child will only read one 

genre, then these lists may 

help you.

https://www.booksfortopics.com/
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